
  
Governor’s  Honors  Program  Overview:  World  Languages  

  
World Languages: (Chinese, French, Latin, and Spanish)  
The language department of the Governor's Honors Program provides a daily immersion program in which 
students experience different aspects of the culture of the target language. The emphasis of the modern 
languages (Chinese, French, and Spanish) is to develop further proficiency in all language skills, while the Latin 
program stresses writing and comprehension skills in addition to an exploration of the cultural aspects of the 
Latin-speaking world, from the ancient Roman Empire to the Middle Ages.  
 
Student activities include communication from informal to the most formal for the modern languages. The Latin 
students examine the practical aspects of Latin today and often use texts to develop skills. All language students 
present topics of discussion for interaction with other students.  
 
At the end of the four weeks, all language students will have developed a much higher degree of confidence, an 
increased fluency in their language of study, and will have become better equipped to function independently in 
any situation which involves the target language. Through exposure to the peoples of the countries studied, the 
students will also gain a much better understanding of other cultures as well as their own.  
 
Successful GHP Students:  
Synthesize information and explore the “hows and whys.”  
Demonstrate intensity and passion about their subject.  
Explore beyond classroom/teacher expectations.  
Are enthusiastic about learning.  
Exhibit a willingness to challenge their preconceived knowledge/expectations in their given area of study. 
 
World Language Selection Criteria: 

• Strong academic record with strong proficiency in the target language. 
• Be currently enrolled in the target language of level III or higher. 
• Possess an A average in the target language courses. 
• Possess specific knowledge of the culture and history of the target language speaking peoples  
• Understand the majority of face-to-face speech in the target language when spoken at a normal rate with 

occasional repetition 
• Possess skills of collaboration, critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and adaptability. 
• Possess excellent listening, reading, and writing skills in the target language. 
Listening skills/Oral Comprehension: Comprehend questions dealing with short recordings, pictures, 
personal attributes, and motivation to attend GHP. 
Reading skills: Comprehend questions dealing with written documents or visual prompts on every day life, 
culture, and historic events of the target language. 
Reading skills (Latin): Have proficiency in comprehending and/or translating authentic, unadapted text. 
Speaking:  
• Show ability to use the target language orally in an interview and in writing.  
• Demonstrate ability to describe an event or personal experience in the target language with proper 

pronunciation and are comfortable with impromptu conversation and reasoning about everyday life, 
culture, historic events related to the target language. 

Interest in subject area:  
• Display sincere motivation to utilize the target language.  
• Present evidence of study, reading or creative activities beyond the classroom through extracurricular 

activities and pursuits (i.e., Junior Classical League, language or culture club, independent reading, 



academic competition, summer programs, experiences with native speakers, and work and/or volunteer-
related experiences. 

 
World Language Interview Expectations: 
All language students will be assessed on their ability to read, write, and pronounce their target language, as 
well as their passion for and knowledge of the target language speaking cultures. 
 
Chinese, French, and Spanish Candidates will participate in an individual interview conducted in the target 
language and a writing sample in the target language. A portion of the interview will consist of oral language 
picture prompts or listening and reading comprehension exercises. 
 
Latin Candidates will participate in an individual interview conducted in English and a written examination. A 
portion of the interview will consist of picture identification where students will be asked to identify and/or 
explain the cultural or historical significance of a set of pictures. The written examination will require the 
reading of an authentic Latin passage, answering of reading comprehension questions in English, and 
completion of a writing sample in Latin. 
 
Native Speakers: (Chinese, French, and Spanish)  
**Any student whose native language is Chinese, French, or Spanish will not be allowed to participate in his/her 
language area at the Governor's Honors Program. For GHP purposes, a student is considered a native 
speaker of a particular language if one or more of the following is true:  

• If the foreign language is the usual means of communication with either parent in the home.  
• If the student has lived and attended school in the foreign country (not including American schools or 

military schools) for three or more consecutive years within the past five years, and the student exhibits 
native fluency.  

• If the student has lived and attended school in the foreign country (not including American schools or 
military schools) for four or more years at any time in his or her academic career, and the student 
exhibits native fluency.  

NOTE: The state interview team will eliminate a student who falls into any of the aforementioned categories and has not 
been eliminated at the system level. 
  
GHP Interview- General Guidelines for Students:  
 
Dress to impress.  
Girls: Sunday best; conservative skirt and blouse, dress, or a formal pant suit  
Boys: slacks, button up shirt and tie  
 
Arrive early. 
You don’t want to feel rushed or be looking for your room in a hurry, so be outside your room at least 15 
minutes before your scheduled time.  
 
Greet your judges. 
Whether you have had a class with your judges or not, you need to greet them formally, extending a firm 
handshake and introducing yourself to each judge.  
 
Be yourself. 
Remember that the purpose of the interview is for judges to get to know you.  
Be confident and present yourself with poise. Give thorough answers and it is fine to take a moment to organize 
your thoughts or to ask for an interviewer to repeat their question. 
 
Use your language skills…  
Be prepared to interview in the language of your nomination. Greet your interviewers appropriately. Use 
strategies in the target language such as requesting the speaker to repeat a question or describing a word when 
you don’t know the exact word. 



Some sample questions (For modern language - These will be asked in the target language!) 
1. Can you please tell us a little bit about yourself? 
2. Why should you be selected to represent Atlanta Public Schools in the GHP program? 
3. What makes you unique as an individual? 
4. What is your main goal in school? In life? 
5. What kind of career interests you? 
6. What do you plan to do after high school? 
7. Do you enjoy learning for the sake of learning? If so, what activities have you participated in 

that demonstrate this? 
8. What have you done outside of school to pursue your interests? 
9. What makes you unique as an individual? 
10. What unique personal qualities could you bring to the program that might justify your selection 

as a finalist over someone who has an academic ability greater than your own? 
11. If chosen as a finalist, you will be about 300 miles away from your home, family, and friends 

for four weeks. You will be allowed to leave the program for only one weekend during the 
four-week period. Have you ever been away from friends and family that long? How do you 
think you would be able to handle this time frame? 

12. Do you think you are mature enough to participate in the program? Elaborate. 
13. The rules and regulations are very strict at Governor’s Honors, such as staying on campus, 

curfews, and no absences. How do you feel about this? 
14. You will be sharing a room for four weeks with someone you have never met. What will you 

do if that person has habits different from your own? 
15. Who is the one person in your life who has motivated you the most? 
16. What accomplishments are you the most proud of thus far? 
17. How would your best friend describe you to someone who doesn’t know you? 
18. What is your greatest strength? Your greatest weakness? 

 
Subject related: 

1. What do you enjoy most about (subject)? 
2. What is the most enjoyable (subject) project you have ever done? 
3. What books have you read related to your subject on your own? 
4. How is your subject related to other subjects? 
5. Describe any special interest you have in your area of nomination. How would you like to 

pursue that interest? 
6. If you were nominated in several areas, why did you choose to focus on _______ (subject)? 

 
Candidate Selection Process 
 

1) World language teachers provide information to interested students 
2) Local school holds a GHP Interview Day and interviews all interested students 
3) Local school selects top TWO students per language to continue on the district level 
4) District holds GHP Interview Day and selects the top students per language 
5) State holds GHP Interview Day and selects top students per language  


