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What do we already know about . . .

national & Georgia foreign 
language standards?

what proficiency is and the 
proficiency levels?

appropriate curriculum for 
21st century language 

learners?
Can Do statements?

appropriate assessment for 
21st century language 

learners?



World Readiness Standards 
for Learning Languages



Why Standards ?



Standards . . .

• give us direction 
!

• can provide for consistent instruction across 
teachers, schools, districts and states 
!

• “standardize” the process of teaching and learning





National Standards Goals
• Communicate effectively in more than one language in order to function in a 

variety of situations and for multiple purposes 
Communication 
!

• Interact with cultural competence and understanding 
Cultures 
!

• Connect with other disciplines and acquire information and diverse 
perspectives in order to use the language to function in academic and 
career-related situations 
Connections 
!

• Develop insight into the nature of language and culture in order to interact 
with cultural competence          
Comparisons 
!

• Communicate and interact with cultural competence in order to participate in 
multilingual communities at home and around the world 
Communities



Goal 1  
Communication

Communicate 
effectively in more than 
one language in order 
to function in a variety 
of situations and for 
multiple purposes



Three modes of communication

• Interpersonal 
!

• Interpretive 

!

• Presentational



Interpersonal Mode 

• two-way oral or written communication 
• negotiation / clarification of meaning is possible 
• often spontaneous in nature



Standard 1.1 
(Interpersonal Communication)

Learners interact and negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or written conversations to 
share information, reactions, feelings and 

opinions.



You and your family have made a trip to visit relatives in Miami and to attend the quinceañera of 
your cousin.  As usual your brother, who is among the court of the birthday girl, has dragged his 
heels about getting the special clothes he needs.  Now his back is against the wall because he is 
needed to help his uncle with some party preparations, and he still needs to order his tux (boys 
traditionally wear black tuxedo, white shirt, red tie and black shoes).  Because you are good-
hearted, you offer to help your brother out by calling a shop and placing his order for him.  Call 
the store and have a conversation with the clerk being sure to:

!

• greet the store clerk;

• state your name and your brother’s name and why you are calling;

• tell what clothing items and colors you need;

• give sizes for your brother; and

• close the conversation with an appropriate farewell.


!

Interpersonal: !

Liste
ning & Speaking



Interpretive Mode

•  one-way reading, listening or viewing 
!

•  creator of the communication is absent--no  
  opportunity to negotiate meaning 
!

•  ability to “read between the lines”



Standard 1.2 
(Interpretive Communication)

Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze what 
is heard, read or viewed on 

a variety of topics.



You and your family are taking several weeks of 
vacation traveling in South America. You decide to 
escape from city life for a day and take a bus 
excursion to see a remote tropical rain forest with its 
exotic birds, monkeys and other animals living in their 
natural environment. The six-hour trip begins early in 
the morning.


After two hours on the road, you are in the 
heart of the tropical forest. It is hot and very 
rainy.  The route is muddy and filled with holes 
and bumps. Suddenly, the bus is stopped at a 
military checkpoint by soldiers in combat gear 
carrying machine guns. A soldier boards the bus 
and reads an announcement from a paper, 
copies of which he distributes to all the 
passengers. The paper says:


Interpretive: Reading



Les informamos que ustedes están entrando 
en una zona muy peligrosa con alto riesgo 
de ser atacados por la guerrilla comunista. 
Hace una hora fue atacada una excursión y 
todos los ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos 
que estaban en el bus fueron secuestrados. 

Los turistas de otros países no corren ningún 
riesgo y si desean, puedan continuar con la 

excursión. Si usted es de los Estados 
Unidos, o no desea continuar con la 

excursión, favor de bajarse del bus en 
seguida para regresar al hotel en un bus que 

llegara en media hora. 



Since you are the only one of your family who can read Spanish, 
it is up to you to explain what the paper says by answering these 
questions:

!
  1.   What is the paper warning about?

2.  Does it represent any immediate risk to you and your family?

3.  Do you have to take any action now?  If so, what action?

4.  Do you have more than one action from which to choose?




Presentational Mode

• formal, one-way communication to an audience of listeners or readers 
• possible opportunity to prepare or rehearse



Standard 1.3 
(Presentational Communication)

Students present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, 
persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and 

adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers. 



While on a mission trip to Guinea with 
your youth group, you are asked by one 
of your hosts, who teaches high school, to 
come and speak to some of her classes.  
She would like her students to know what 
a typical day is like for the average 
American high school student.  She 
suggests that you talk about . . .

!

• when you usually wake up;

• what things you do before going 
to school;


• how and when you get to school;

• what courses you take;

• when and what meals you eat at 
school;


• activities after school;

• when you return home and what 
you do once you’re there;


• your nightly routine;

• when you normally go to bed.  

Presentational: Speaking



You have had a very bad week with your family. Your parents embarrassed you in 
front of your friends; your little brother dropped your cell phone in the toilet; and 
your little sister cut your hair while you were sleeping. It just so happens that 
your homework for Spanish class is to write a description of your family. 
Describing your own family is the last thing that you want to do today.  So, you 
decide to describe the family of your dreams instead. 

Presentational: Writing

You will want to include the following information in your description:

• Names of family members;

• Ages;

• Physical descriptions;

• Likes and dislikes;

• Favorite activities;

• Descriptions of personality.



Goal 2  
Cultures

Interact with cultural 
competence and 
understanding



Standard 2.1
Learners use the language to investigate, 

explain, and reflect on the relationship between 
the practices and perspectives of the cultures 

studied.



Standard 2.2

Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the relationship between 
the products and perspectives of the cultures 

studied.





What’s the big deal 
about business cards?





Goal 3  
Connections

Connect with other 
disciplines and acquire 
information and diverse 
perspectives in order to 
use the language to 
function in academic and 
career-related situations. 



Standard 3.1
Learners build, reinforce, and expand their 

knowledge of other disciplines while using the 
language to develop critical thinking and to 

solve problems creatively.



Standard 3.2
Learners access and evaluate information and 
diverse perspectives that are available through 

the language and its cultures.



Goal 4  
Comparisons

Develop insight into 
the nature of 
language and 
culture in order to 
interact with cultural 
competence          



Standard 4.1

Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the nature of language 
through comparisons of 

the language studied 
and their own.



Standard 4.2
Learners use the language to investigate, 

explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied 

and their own.



Goal 5  
Communities

Communicate and 
interact with cultural 
competence in order 
to participate in 
multilingual 
communities at 
home and around 
the world 



Standard 5.1

Learners use the 
language both within 

and beyond the 
classroom to interact 

and collaborate in their 
community and the 
globalized world.



Standard 5.2

Learners set goals and 
reflect on their progress in 

using languages for 
enjoyment, enrichment, and 

advancement.




